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been plundered, and as many more had been "noticed " (sic).
The others honestly owned to me that they had not been
injured or persecuted, but had left their country of their own
free will. As far as I can judge from what they told, the cause
of their emigration, in general, was that the Peep of Day Boys
(with whom they, under the name of Defenders, have been in a
constant state of warfare for above thirty years) have lately be-
come too powerful for them, and they therefore thought they
would be happier in any other county. Many of them owned
to me candidly, that they had been in fault in the beginning,
and they all agreed that if the gentlemen of their country had
been as attentive to the police of it as I was to that of my
country, they might have remained at home unmolested. . . .
Upon the whole, the result of my inquiry was, that none of them
appeared to have fled from justice, very few from persecution,
and the bulk of them because their antagonists, the Peep of Day
Boys, are become too powerful, and likely to worst them at
fairs and other places where they meet them.'1

The flight of the Catholics from some districts was sufficiently
considerable to affect seriously the agrarian condition. A Catholic
historian asserts that, some months after the disturbances broke
out, it was found that when a farm was to be let, the number of
bidders was so reduced, that not much more than half the former
rent could be obtained, and he malevolently ascribes to this fact
the strong resolutions of the magistrates under the presidency of
Lord Gosford.2 The insinuation is probably unfounded, but it
is, I believe, perfectly true that in these, as in most Irish dis-
turbances, the agrarian element had a considerable part. The
Catholics and the Presbyterians in the North, had long confronted
each other as two distinct and dissimilar nations, and the low
standard of comfort which accompanied the inferior civilisation
of the Catholics, enabling them to offer higher rents than the
Protestants, gave them an advantage in the competition for
farms. There had been, as I have already noticed, in certain
districts, a great displacement of the Protestant by the Catholic
element owing to this cause, and although it was not the

1  James Cuffe to Pelham, Dec. 22,      Wexford, p. 39 (edit. 1803). A similar
1796.                                                    assertion is made in O'DriscoH's Views

2  Hay's Insurrection of the County     of Ireland, ii. 152, 153.